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In many ways Pakistan progressed considerable over the past few years with its first successful democratic 

transfer of one democratically elected government to another and the growing influence of women in society. 

It is also blessed by having a relatively young population and a large philanthropic tradition making it the 2nd 

largest donor country in the world after the US. The rural economy, core to much of Pakistan is both an area of 

underdevelopment but also in some cases, a place for considerable innovation.  

 

Pakistan’s greatest asset is its people. The population is proportionately one of the youngest in the world. The 

youth predominately feel passionate about their country and are determined for it to succeed. 

Entrepreneurship and social entrepreneurship seems almost natural to them, perhaps in part due to the lack 

of large employers. Where their parents forged family businesses in traditional practices often around clothes, 

food and retail, Pakistani youth are embracing new opportunities that arise from modern technology and 

creative industries. Likewise, women (young and old) are making an important contribution to the economy 

and becoming founders of their own businesses. Pakistanis have had to overcome many hardships, but this in 

turn has made them resourceful, robust and resilient. Such characteristics are ideal in shaping successful social 

entrepreneurs.  

 

Old problems, however, stubbornly persist however. The recent demonstrations illustrated how fragile its 

politics is and the acceptance of the results of the elections. The country is heavily militarised and the rate of 

public revenue obtained from taxation is pitifully low. Inequality is as high as ever and amongst the worst in 

the world. The role of women is under contact threat. Corruption is rife, even in cricket, and basic economic 

infrastructure is under-funded. Many of its brightest minds have one chief desire, namely, to leave the country 

and seek better opportunities elsewhere. The effectiveness of aid from developed countries, vital in some 

areas for elevating the most harmful aspects of poverty, has done little to cause sustained development and all 

too often breeds cynicism and dependency. 

 

Questions posed in front of the committee: 

 

1. Where does Pakistan go from here? 

2. Is the new generation destined to repeat the cycle of their elders?  

3. Or can they find a new pathway to making Pakistan a success story?  

4. Specifically, what is the role of business, in particular, social entrepreneurship, in shaping a new Pakistan?  

5. Can the quest to steer business and wealth creation be channelled toward meeting social as well as purely 

economic objectives? And if so, how is this to be achieved?  

6. What are the areas where Pakistan can lead, where is the greatest potential?  

7. Why do people do social enterprise?  

 

The Opportunity Pakistan Report describes how Pakistan has considerable untapped potential amongst all 

sections of society which need to be recognised and supported. Even with the social, environmental and 

economic complexities facing Pakistani entrepreneurs – social or otherwise – the report describes Pakistan as 

a high growth region for astute investors. 

Resources 

Opportunity Pakistan Report - Commission on Social Entrepreneurship & Innovation 

Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad, September 2013 

Download: http://www.i-genius.org/images/Opportunity-Pakistan-Final-Report.pdf 

 

Environmental Management – Case Study 

Clean Pakistan Franchising Opportunities for young entrepreneurs 

http://wastebusters.com.pk/ 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.i-genius.org%2Fimages%2FOpportunity-Pakistan-Final-Report.pdf&h=7AQHHIM8r&s=1
http://wastebusters.com.pk/


 

Green House Environment – Case Study 

Building Entrepreneurial Eco-System - JumpStart Pakistan model 

http://www.jumpstartpakistan.com/ 

http://www.jumpstartpakistan.com/

